Cotnery-Parſor's 
ADMONITION 


TO HIS 


| Pariſhioners, 


Malach. II. 74. 


The Prieft's Lips ſhould keep Know- 

| ledge, and they ſhould ſeek the 
Law at bis Mouth ; for be is 
the Meſſenger of the Lord of 
Hofts. 


Hebr. XIII. 17. 


Obey them that have the rule over 
| you, and ſubmit your ſelves; for 
they watch for your Souls. 


—— 


| London, Printed ia the Year 1686. 
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| COUNTRY-PARSON s., 
ADMONITION 


..TO HIS. Sy 


Pariſhion! ers. 


.O- U-:cahnot but a 
ſerve the reſtleſs impore 
tunity of the Romiſh Cler- 
2£y, to' gain Proſelytes to- their 
Church. And tis probable, that 
you yourſelves ere long, may 
happen to hear from them, For 
they have different:forms of Ad- 
dreſs, -yery plauſible and infinu- 
ating, fitted ro the, Capacities 
of. all :ſorts of Perſons. _ And 
therefore that you may not be 
A 2 ſux- 


FI ASS, 
Fs 


EE 3, a 
ſurprized with theſe Charmers, [ 
nor impoſed 'on by their mes 
thods of Deceit; I do think it 
my Duty.thus to caution you a» | 
gainſt them ; by deſiring you 
to. oblerve theſe two Directions. 

1. A Holy Life. 

2. 4A modeſt tependance upon 
Jour Spiritual Guide. | 

As tothe firſt of. theſe, let 
me admoniſh you in the words 
of St. James, Shew me thy Faith 
by thy Works. 

For it (ignifies nothing what 
Mens Profeſſion is, if their 
Praftice is not anſwerable. And 
he who is incarneſt to ſave his 
Soul, will doubtleſs be as much 
afraid of Debauched Courſes, as 
of erroneous Opinions : Since thole- 
do as much, nay- more than 
theſe, occaſion his Damnation. 
I do therefore beg of you, 
DO WEEEIEENL * irate 
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| That as you do; profeſs your 


felves Members of the Chch of 
England,ſo you would take great 
Care, that. your : Lives and 
Converſation may be anſwerable 
to Its Dottrme. Fs 
: The fum of which De- 


| &rine, as it relates to Practice, 


you do find in the Church-Cate- 
chiſm, in anſwer. to thoſe twio 
Queſtions. What. is thy Duty ta- 


wards Ged ? and What is thy Duty 


towards thy Neighbour ? Which 
I would adviſe you very of- 
ten to read, and ſeriouſly to 
conflider. And when by the 
Aſiſtance of God's Bleſſed 


Spirit, you have tranſcribed 


thoſe Arſwers into your Lives ; 
Let me then afſure you, Thar 
the Ten Commandments thus pra- 
Etiſed, are the beſt Expoſition of 
your Creed, If any Man will do 

ns.  - 4 his 


en V4) - 
= Wal he know of the Ds. 
\Firine,\ ut . be wn 
: Jobn-3 1-7- For. he/that bath, to 
him ſhall. be given * [and be that 
Bath! not,” from bim ſhall: be taken, 
even that which be hath! [Mark 4 
-25. i.e, Hewho maketha Kal 
| uſe'of / that -Grace and Know- 
ledg which. God-hath- given 
.him :- He:who valuesiand:im- 
proves it, andis truly: thankful 
fort, To bim ſhall be' given more. 
And be that hath -not ; 4. -e. 'He 
-who hath not made a right uſe 
and improvement of his Grace 
or Knowledge ; from him ſhall 
| beitaken, even that 'which he 
hath. 
- -- But becauſe you muſt not ex- 
pect, that God ſhould now-ceach 
and inſtruct you in' an extras 
ordinary and miraculous man- 


per, as he did the. polling 
buf 
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- | but Ps _—_ in the uſe of 


Means: You are therefore to 
conſider- what thoſe Means are, 
which God hath appoinited for 
your Direction and Inſtruction. 
The chiet of which (to omit 0- 
cthers) is, + | 

A modeſt Dependance upon the 
Mmuuſterial Funftion. 
- . I ſhall not now infiſt. upon 
the publick Offices of aka 
Church, nor your Obligation 
to. attend them; 5 as Prayers , 
Sacraments, Preaching, &c. But 
{hall only direct you how to 
behave your ſelves, when a- 


ny one deligns.to ſeduce. you 


from the Communion of che 
Church of England. 
And the Expedients I would 
propoſe, are theſe: 
1. Let it be your earneſt 
and daily Prayer unto God, to 


WEDETS. © A 4 _ give 


(6) | 
give you his Grace, to hold fa 
the Profeſſion of your Faith, - 
ont Wavermg z that you' may 
continue in the ſame unto your 
Lives End. 

2. When you read the Hee 
ly Scriptures, and do find. ſome 
'Place which is too difficult for 
| you; do not then pretend to 
Interpret it your ſelves, | Bur 
beg the Dire&tion of your Spi- 
ritual Guide 3 and defire | him 


.to ſhew you how it is to be un» || | 


derſtood. 

3. Asfar as poſſible avoid all . 
Diſputes about Religion. Be 
net carried about with every Wind 
of DoArine, Ephel. 4. 14. i. e. 
Do not hearken to the Whiſpers 
of every bold Pretender. 

Which to- Perſons of yoar 
Capacity is very ſealonable Ad- 
vice.. For, ' To POÞwNcs Gam- 


fayers, 
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ſayers; and 'to-an{wer | Objeftions, 
= matter of - Nl ans Ex- 
'erciſe ; And-therefore- Tou (be- 
ing 2 working PR who . 
fweat for your daily Bread) 
may with great modeſty ac- 
tan pn _ Catholick 
y, that you have -nei- 
rearyes ure Nor Ability for ſuch 
Diſputes. - : And confequently 
you may deſire him, fince he 1s 
diſpoſed to diſcourſe:of Reli- | 
-gion, that he would rather help _ ! 
your Devotion, than diſturb 
your Beliet.. | 
You may aſſure him, That 
you ſhall not chink your Faith 
the leſs firm and orthodox, be- 
cauſe you cannot return an Ex- 
temporary anſwer to the preme- 
| ditated Objections of a learned 
| Adverſary. TE 
+-'Tis poſſible that ſych a ſub- 


tle 


de Difputant, as he. is, might 
pretend to prove to you; That 
Graſs 48 not green. And he: might 
urge ſuch Arguments as would 
really bafe you ; and to which 
you-could not return any toleras 
ble. Anſwer. But - yet for all 
his: Sophiſtry, though he might 
 tilence, | he would not ſatisfy. 
' For you. would ſtill believe 
your Senſes, and could not 
think it of any other Colour. 
++ If this will aot make him to 
deſiſt -; - But that he will till 
be urging the great Priviledges 
of 'the Romiſh Church : The 
Security of her Faith , The excellen- 
cy of her devotion ; The great Learn- 
ing and Piety of her Clergy, &c. To 
this you, may reply 
4+ That you underſtand ye- 
ry little of the Priviledges of 
the Church of Rome. That 
| _ 


O09.) 
to: know! the State/of any! Fo- 
reign” Church,;/'requires' more 
Skill and Reading than: can be 
expected from Perſons iof your 
mean  Condition.' - That you 
are/Members''of -rhe+; Church | 
of 'England, which is'a true Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Church. 
Tharinto this Church you-were 
admired by Baptiſm ; and with 
this: Church you have held 
Communion'.in all her Offices: 
And: conſequently | xo ſeparate 
from this Church, without ſome 
urging cauſe, is downright Schiſm, 
For Schiſm, in the proper noti- 
on of it, is, - A cauſleſs ſeparation 
from that part of the viſible Church, 
of which you are Members. 

'- And therefare he who hath 
a mind to make you hisProſelztes, 
and will talk pertinently, and to 
the Point 3 before he can pre- 
tend 


tend to-invite-you to the Church 
of Rome, he muſt fuſt convince 
you, That it is your Duty to 
ſeparate from the Church of Eng- 
land. In order to-which, he amauft 
plainly-prove, That the Church 
of England is no ſound Member 
of the Church Catholick ; and 
conſequently, "That Salvatian 
cannot ordinarily be had in the 
Church of England : at leaſt 
not with ſuch ſafety, certainty, 
and adyantage, as it may inthe 
Church of Rome, Ati 

\ To prove this he muſt con- 
vince you, That the Doctrine 
of the Church of England is ei» | 
ther defeftive or falſe. If he 
pretends that it is defetive ;. he | 


muſt then ſhew, that there are ' | 


ſome Truths neceflarily. to be | 
believed, as Articles of Faith, | 
which the Church of England | 
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doth netreceive as ſuch: And 
alſo that there are ſome neceſſa- 
Duties, or Parts of Worſhip, 
which the Church of England 
either wholly omits; or elſe 
doth not require under any ſuch 
Neceflity. And let him here 
inſtance to you ; what thole 
Articles and Parts of Warſhip 
are, wherein our Church is thus 
defettive. PSs 
- Bur-if he affirms, Secondly , 
That the Doctrine of the Church 
of England is Falſe, he muſt then 
proVe, That the Church of Eng- 
land doth require ſome unlawful 
Condition of her Communi- 
on ; and that either in Faith or 
Worſhip. Plainly thus: Hemnwſt 


| makeit appear, that her Faith 


is erreneous, and contrary to the 
written Word of God; The 

Faith once delivered to the Saints; 
ta | o: 


x et is t et Worlpis "ay 
l lawful,” Superſtitions," or: Td6la- 
rrous; Nod? ſer hirh here hkewife 
_. give you an itiſtance, and” di- 
Rinaty 


_ thus erroneous : ahd: what: parti- 


' thinks © unlawful. And when 
he hath made' his' Exceptions; 
you may then tell him - 5) 
5. That. your Memory is 


'- . therefore togive yot1 in Writing 

what he bach now aid, toge- 
ther with one or two of kis beſt 
Arguments upon thoſe Points ; 
you may then conſider then 
at your Leiſure. 


a Paper, ſuſpect him for a Cheat, 
and that he comes with a de- 


fign 0 impoſe -upon you.” ' For 
" Treths 
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ſhew you, what' par: 
ticular Article of 'our Faith'1s. 


cular part of our: Worſhip 'he | 


but ſhort ; and if he pleaſe. 


d If he refuſeth to give you ſuch ' 


| 
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or ks, its og to the 1 
ftricteſt Examination. : ....... 

Bur if he grants your "76 
then bring that, Paper to. Me, 
and give me the opportunity, to 
tell you my . Thoughts ;of it., 
And I do here beg and entreat 
you, nay (as -one who muſt 
anſwer for. your Souls, if they 
Periſh through my Negle&) { 
require and charge all-you. in 
this Pariſh committed to my. 
Care; that .you, would, be ſo 
Fairhful both to your ſclves and, 
me, as not to be too confident 
of your own Skill : nor to 
think any Argument unanſwer- 
able,. becauſe you your ſelves 
are not able to an{wer it. -- 

In the affairs of this World, 
you do judge it Prudent to con- 
ſult other Men in their ſeveral 
| Profeſſions 


frin & his Afton, grant kinn- 
P on; but would conſult”. 
the Leariied: in the Eav, | how-' 
to defend your Title. 

Pray thetefore' do not Park, 
with your Religion for a Trick. 


Bur be as careful of your Souls - 
as you are of your Eſtates. 

Let us bold faſt the Profe [ſion of 
our Faith, without wavering Fonda 
is Faithful that Promiſed, "Heb 


10. 27. 


